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MPH.1 Foundational Knowledge 1 
 2 
All MPH students complete coursework that specifically addresses each of the following concepts. 3 
 4 
Students with verified completion of a previous degree from a CEPH-accredited unit, including a 5 
bachelor's degree, can be considered to have completed coursework that addresses these 6 
concepts, if the unit desires. 7 
 8 
Public Health Landscape 9 
 10 

FK1. Public health definition  11 
FK2. Public health history 12 
FK3. Public health ethics 13 
FK4. 10 Essential Public Health Services  14 
FK5. Comparison of U.S. public health systems to other nations’ systems 15 
FK6. Major causes of morbidity and mortality locally, nationally, regionally, or globally 16 
FK7. Primary, secondary, and tertiary prevention definitions  17 
FK8. Cross-sectoral collaborations to address population health 18 
FK9. Legislative and other processes for advancing or changing laws that affect public 19 

health  20 
 21 
Interdependent Factors that Influence Health 22 
 23 

FK10. Environmental factors, including climate factors 24 
FK11. Biological factors 25 
FK12. Ecological factors 26 
FK13. Behavioral factors 27 
FK14. Cultural factors  28 
FK15. Systemic factors 29 
FK16. Globalization 30 

 31 
Required documentation: 32 
 33 
1) List the coursework and other learning experiences required for the school or program’s MPH degrees, 34 

including the required curriculum for each concentration in the format of Template MPH.1.1 (single- 35 
and multi-concentration formats available). (self-study document) 36 
 37 

2) Document, in the format of Template MPH.1.2, how each of the indicated concepts is covered. (self-38 
study document) 39 
 40 

3) Provide a syllabus, detailed course outline, or equivalent set of documents for each course listed in 41 
Template MPH.1.2. The syllabus, course outline, or equivalent set of documents must outline ALL of 42 
the following. If the syllabus or course outline format does not contain all of this information, the unit 43 
must assemble multiple documents that present all of the following for each course: 44 

  45 
• Course goals and/or learning outcomes 46 
• Topics for each course meeting or session (or the equivalent for asynchronous courses) 47 
• Assigned readings 48 
• Significant assignments and course activities, including sufficient detail to understand the 49 

requirements for major course projects, as applicable 50 
 51 

Highlight the portion(s) that demonstrate coverage of the knowledge areas; this must include 52 
information beyond course goals, learning outcomes, and/or a restatement of the knowledge areas. 53 
This is not required if the full course is dedicated to the content area. (electronic resource file) 54 

https://ceph.org/documents/765/MPH_interpretation_guide.Aug.2026.pdf


See interpretation guide for explanation & examples of intent. Interpretation guide will be released 
alongside criteria & updated over time as Council sees more examples & has cause to interpret 
novel situations that could not be anticipated when drafting criteria. 

 

 

 55 
4) If alignment with the knowledge area is not fully documented by the highlighted text provided in 56 

documentation request 3, provide supplementary documentation (e.g., excerpt from lecture slides) 57 
for each specific facet(s) of content coverage referenced in Template MPH1.2. (electronic resource 58 
file) 59 

 60 
MPH.2 Foundational Competencies 61 
 62 
The MPH curriculum provides instruction in and assessment of each of the following competencies 63 
through didactic coursework. 64 
 65 
Each MPH student must have an opportunity to demonstrate their ability to perform each 66 
competency and to receive feedback on their performance, as appropriate. Therefore, assignments 67 
or products produced by a group of students may not serve as the sole method of assessing a 68 
competency; when group projects are used for competency assessment, they must be 69 
supplemented with other methods designed to distinguish individual students’ ability to perform 70 
the competency. 71 
 72 
Methods & Data  73 

FC1. Apply epidemiological methods to address public health issues 74 
FC2. Analyze quantitative data using statistical methods 75 
FC3. Analyze qualitative data using appropriate methods 76 
FC4. Assess the credibility of data sources 77 
FC5. Interpret results of data analysis for public health research, policy, or practice 78 

 79 
Community Context 80 

FC6. Assess needs, assets, and capacities that affect a community’s health  81 
FC7. Examine systemic factors that contribute to inequitable health outcomes for a given 82 

community or communities 83 
FC8. Propose strategies to collaborate across groups for influencing public health outcomes 84 

 85 
Public Health Interventions 86 

FC9. Design a population-based program or policy, taking into consideration social or 87 
community contexts 88 

FC10. Design a plan to evaluate a public health program or policy, taking into consideration 89 
social or community contexts 90 

FC11. Advocate for policies to improve health 91 
FC12. Assess the impact of policies on public health  92 

 93 
Communication 94 

FC13. Communicate audience-appropriate public health content orally 95 
FC14. Translate public health science for the general public 96 
FC15. Apply communication strategies to address inaccurate or misleading public health 97 

information 98 
 99 
Leadership & Systems Thinking 100 

FC16. Apply leadership principles to address an organizational challenge 101 
FC17. Develop a project or organizational budget, with justification 102 
FC18. Use a systems thinking tool to visually represent and explain a public health issue 103 

 104 
Required documentation: 105 
 106 

1) Provide a matrix, in the format of Template MPH.2, that indicates the course and assessment 107 
activity for each of the foundational competencies listed above. (self-study document) 108 

 109 
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2) Provide supporting documentation for each assessment activity listed in Template MPH.2. 110 
Documentation must include the following, as relevant, for each listed assessment: 111 

 112 
• assignment instructions or guidelines as provided to students 113 
• writing prompts provided to students 114 
• sample exam question(s) 115 

 116 
(electronic resource file) 117 

 118 
3) Provide a syllabus, detailed course outline, or equivalent set of documents for each course listed 119 

in Template MPH.2. The syllabus, course outline, or equivalent set of documents must outline ALL 120 
of the following. If the syllabus or course outline format does not contain all of this information, the 121 
unit must assemble multiple documents that present all of the following for each class: 122 
  123 

• Course goals and/or learning outcomes 124 
• Topics for each course meeting or session (or the equivalent for asynchronous courses) 125 
• Assigned readings 126 
• Significant assignments and course activities, including sufficient detail to understand the 127 

requirements for major course projects, as applicable  128 
 129 
(electronic resource file) 130 
 131 

MPH.3: Required Concentration Coursework 132 
 133 
Students complete at least nine semester credits of defined coursework beyond the coursework 134 
associated with the foundational competencies. The defined concentration coursework allows 135 
students to attain an appropriate depth of knowledge and skills beyond the foundational 136 
competencies listed in Criterion MPH.2. This applies to all MPH offerings, including generalist 137 
degrees and in programs with a single concentration. 138 
 139 
There are three possible approaches to defining the minimum credits of concentration coursework: 140 
 141 

1) Unit-defined concentration: The school or program defines at least nine semester credits of 142 
concentration coursework. All students in a concentration take exactly the same courses 143 
for at least nine semester credits. 144 
 145 

2) Concentration with selectives: The school or program defines at least six semester credits 146 
of coursework that all students enrolled in a concentration must take and provides a specific 147 
list of permissible options among which students may select to constitute at least three 148 
additional semester credits. The list of selective options must be thoughtfully constructed 149 
to build skills or knowledge associated with the concentration, and the school or program 150 
must be able to articulate a sound rationale for including courses in this list.  151 
 152 

3) Individually defined concentration: All curricula that do not meet the characteristics of one 153 
of the categories above assume this category. In individually defined concentrations, the 154 
advisor and student, together, are responsible for identifying a coherent set of courses to 155 
create appropriate curricular depth beyond foundational knowledge and competencies. The 156 
program must establish specific advising and clear policies to guide students’ choices and 157 
must maintain appropriate documentation to support compliance with this criterion. 158 

 159 
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Required documentation: 160 
 161 

1) For unit-defined concentrations and concentrations with selectives: List the required coursework, 162 
beyond the foundational courses associated with building foundational knowledge and foundational 163 
competencies, for each concentration or generalist degree, in the format of Template MPH.3.1.  164 
 165 
For individually defined concentrations: mark NA. (self-study document) 166 
 167 

2) Provide a web link that lists the required coursework, beyond the foundational courses associated 168 
with building foundational knowledge and foundational competencies, for each concentration or 169 
generalist degree. (self-study document) 170 
 171 

3) For concentrations with selectives: Explain the rationale for the courses listed as options among 172 
which students may choose. 173 
 174 
For unit-defined concentrations and individually defined concentrations: mark NA (self-study 175 
document) 176 

 177 
4) For individually defined concentrations: provide sample student plans of study that highlight the 178 

nine semester credits of coursework chosen to constitute the student’s concentration. Provide plans 179 
of study from 10 students who have graduated within the last three years or as many as available, 180 
if fewer than 10 students have graduated from an individually defined concentration in the last three 181 
years. (electronic resource file) 182 
 183 
For unit-defined concentrations and concentrations with selectives: mark NA (self-study document) 184 
 185 

MPH.4: Defined Concentration Knowledge and Skills 186 
  187 
The school or program 188 
  189 

• succinctly articulates the unique set of knowledge and skills that students should gain by 190 
completing the required courses listed in MPH.3. An appropriately defined set of 191 
competencies would constitute an acceptable description of knowledge and skills but is not 192 
required. 193 

 194 
• transparently communicates the intended focus and outcomes of the plan of study, 195 

including possible career paths or roles, to students, prospective students, and the public. 196 
This includes clearly disclosing whether the plan of study makes graduates eligible for a 197 
specific disciplinary credential (e.g., CHES, RD, REHS). 198 

  199 
Required documentation: 200 
 201 

1) Paste, from the school or program’s public-facing documents (website or student handbook), a 202 
description of each concentration that  203 

 204 
a) articulates the unique set of knowledge and skills gained by completing the required 205 

coursework  206 
b) communicates the intended focus or outcomes of the plan of study, including possible 207 

career paths or roles, to students, prospective students, and the public 208 
 209 
(self-study document) 210 
 211 

2) For each concentration, explain how completing the curricular requirements in MPH.3 positions 212 
students to attain the knowledge and skills and achieve the intended focus or outcomes. The 213 
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explanation must succinctly address the content of the courses: a list of illustrative assignments 214 
without explanation is not sufficient. (self-study document) 215 
 216 

3) For individually defined concentrations as defined in MPH.3: Present evidence, including policies 217 
and sample documents, that demonstrate that each student and advisor define a coherent plan of 218 
study with a defined set of knowledge and skills that aligns with the planned coursework. Include a 219 
description of these policies in the self-study document and official documentation (e.g., guidelines 220 
or handbooks provided to advisors or students) in the electronic resource file.  221 
 222 
For unit-defined concentrations and concentrations with selectives: mark NA (self-study document 223 
and electronic resource file) 224 
 225 

4) For individually defined concentrations as defined in MPH.3: Provide sample descriptions of the 226 
focus and intended outcomes, including possible career paths or roles, and explain how completing 227 
the coursework allows students to attain the stated knowledge and skills. The unit must provide a 228 
succinct description for each of the plans of study presented in MPH.3, documentation request 3.  229 
 230 
For unit-defined concentrations and concentrations with selectives: mark NA (electronic resource 231 
file) 232 
 233 

5) Provide the most current version available of the syllabus, detailed course outline, or equivalent set 234 
of documents for each required course listed in Criterion MPH.3. The syllabus, course outline, or 235 
equivalent set of documents must outline ALL of the following. If the syllabus or course outline 236 
format does not contain all of this information, the unit must assemble multiple documents that 237 
present all of the following for each class: 238 
  239 

• Course goals or learning outcomes 240 
• Topics for each course meeting or session (or the equivalent for asynchronous courses) 241 
• Assigned readings 242 
• Significant assignments and course activities, including sufficient detail to understand the 243 

requirements for major course projects, as applicable  244 
 245 
(electronic resource file) 246 
 247 

6) For concentrations that advertise that students will be eligible for a specific disciplinary credential 248 
after completing the program of study, provide the following: 249 
 250 

1. a succinct explanation of how the curriculum addresses academic components of the 251 
credential’s eligibility 252 

2. a link to information on credential eligibility 253 
3. any documentation needed to verify the explanation of how the curriculum addresses all 254 

academic components of credential eligibility  255 
 256 
(self-study document and electronic resource file) 257 
 258 

MPH.5: Signature Assessments 259 
 260 
The school or program designs and implements robust, graduate-level assessment opportunities 261 
(“signature assessments”) within the courses listed in MPH.3.  262 
 263 
Signature assessments 264 

• provide students the opportunity to demonstrate knowledge and skills associated with their 265 
concentration or generalist degree 266 

• demonstrate authentic learning 267 

https://ceph.org/documents/765/MPH_interpretation_guide.Aug.2026.pdf


See interpretation guide for explanation & examples of intent. Interpretation guide will be released 
alongside criteria & updated over time as Council sees more examples & has cause to interpret 
novel situations that could not be anticipated when drafting criteria. 

 

 

 268 
Authentic learning mirrors real-life contexts and allows students to practice skills in a manner 269 
appropriate for their careers.  270 
 271 
Signature assessments are distinct from the assessments that address foundational competencies 272 
(Criterion MPH.2) and occur outside of the requirements associated with applied practice 273 
experiences (Criterion MPH.6) and the integrative learning experience (Criterion MPH.7). 274 
 275 
Required documentation: 276 
 277 

1) For unit-defined concentrations and concentrations with selectives: Identify at least two signature 278 
assessments for each concentration, drawn from at least two separate required courses listed in 279 
MPH.3, and explain the rationale for each assessment in the format of Template MPH.5.1. The 280 
explanation must address why the assessment is appropriate to serve as a signature assessment 281 
for the concentration.  282 
 283 
For individually defined concentrations: mark NA. (self-study document) 284 
 285 

2) For unit-defined concentrations and concentrations with selectives: Provide the full prompt or set 286 
of instructions, as provided to students, for each signature assessment referenced in 287 
documentation request 1. 288 
 289 
For individually defined concentrations: mark NA (electronic resource file) 290 
 291 

3) For unit-defined concentrations and concentrations with selectives: Provide three samples of 292 
student work, drawn from within the last year at the time of self-study submission, for each signature 293 
assessment listed above.  294 
 295 
For individually defined concentrations: mark NA (electronic resource file) 296 
 297 

4) For individually defined concentrations: Identify signature assessments representative of the 298 
curriculum for each of the plans of study identified in MPH.3, documentation request 4 (i.e., for the 299 
sample plans of study corresponding to 10 students who have graduated within the last three years 300 
or as many as available, if fewer than 10 students have graduated from an individually defined 301 
concentration in the last three years). For each student, complete Template MPH.5.1 with at least 302 
two signature assessments drawn from their chosen curriculum.  303 
 304 
For unit-defined concentrations and concentrations with selectives: mark NA (electronic resource 305 
file) 306 
 307 

5) For individually defined concentrations: Provide the full prompt or set of instructions, as provided 308 
to students, for each signature assessment referenced in documentation request 4.  309 
 310 
For unit-defined concentrations and concentrations with selectives: mark NA. (electronic resource 311 
file) 312 
 313 

6) For individually defined concentrations: Select three of the student samples presented in 314 
documentation request 4 and provide each student’s completed signature assessments.  315 
 316 
For unit-defined concentrations and concentrations with selectives: mark NA. (electronic resource 317 
file) 318 

  319 
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MPH.6: Applied Practice Experiences (APE) 320 
 321 
MPH students complete applied practice experiences (APE) that allow them to practice skills 322 
outside the classroom. 323 
 324 
Experiences must have the following characteristics: 325 
 326 
• Aligned with the student’s plan of study or intended career path. 327 

 328 
• Conducted in an appropriate setting (“practice site”) that allows the student to meet all of this 329 

criterion’s listed requirements.  330 
 331 

• Governmental agencies, non-profit and non-governmental organizations, and private sector 332 
businesses may all be appropriate settings.  333 

 334 
• University-affiliated settings may be appropriate when they are primarily focused on service 335 

to or engagement with individuals and communities, e.g., university health promotion or 336 
wellness centers, extension services.  337 

 338 
• Faculty-led scholarly projects may provide appropriate settings when they 339 

o require the student to engage directly with individuals and communities outside the 340 
university setting OR 341 

o require the student to engage with university communities via the university health 342 
promotion or wellness center, university extension service, or similar university 343 
organizational unit 344 

 345 
• Involve regular communication, collaboration, or mentorship between the student and a 346 

representative of the practice site (“preceptor”), typically a full-time employee at the practice 347 
site. 348 

 349 
• Allow each student to produce a unique portfolio of deliverables and work products (“practice 350 

products”). 351 
 352 
• The portfolio, taken as a whole, must reflect graduate-level work and must demonstrate 353 

that the student has had the opportunity to practice skills relevant to the plan of study 354 
they are completing or their intended career path.  355 

 356 
• The portfolio for this criterion includes documents or materials created by the student 357 

during the APE. Other types of documents (e.g., artifacts created throughout the 358 
student’s plan of study in required classes) may not be included in the portfolio used to 359 
satisfy this criterion. 360 

 361 
• Practice products must be created by the student for the practice site’s use and benefit, 362 

based on requests or specifications identified by the practice site.  363 
 364 
• Practice products must be the types of work products an employee of the organization 365 

might produce for that organization’s operations.  366 
 367 
• In general, practice products must not be confidential to the practice site: they must be 368 

made available to the school or program for review by the end of the experience. 369 
 370 
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• In addition to the practice products, the portfolio must contain documentation in which 371 
the student explains how the practice products relate to their plan of study or future 372 
career path (“reflection”). 373 

 374 
• Guided by clear written documentation that outlines the responsibilities for all parties. 375 

 376 
• Planned, monitored, and assessed by faculty or qualified school or program staff. The faculty 377 

or staff member must 378 
 379 

• Approve a plan for the practice experience before the experience begins. The plan must 380 
include, at a minimum, the practice site, preceptor, planned scope of work or activities, 381 
expected practice products, and rationale or connection to the plan of study. The 382 
approved plan must outline an experience well-positioned to comply with this criterion’s 383 
requirements. 384 
 385 

• Provide support or consultation as needed to the student while the experience is 386 
underway. 387 

 388 
• Provide support or consultation as needed to the preceptor while the experience is 389 

underway. 390 
 391 

• Review and assess the student’s portfolio. Assessment must consider the quality of the 392 
materials in the portfolio, in the context of the student’s plan of study. This assessment  393 

o is based on the faculty or staff member’s grounding in the curriculum  394 
o extends beyond verifying that the student completed a specific number of hours 395 

or submitted all required documents  396 
o extends beyond affirming that the products were acceptable to the practice site  397 

 398 
Schools and programs may not waive the APE requirement for any students. However, schools 399 
and programs may design pathways to producing the portfolio that are tailored to the specific 400 
needs and career plans of their student populations.  401 
 402 

Required documentation: 403 
 404 

1) Succinctly describe the guidance students receive on the types of sites and experiences that are 405 
appropriate for an APE and how they receive such guidance. (self-study document) 406 
 407 

2) Succinctly describe the guidance students receive on the portfolio, including the expectation for 408 
practice products and reflection, and how they receive such guidance. (self-study document) 409 
 410 

3) Explain who is responsible for approving students’ APE plans and succinctly describe the process 411 
for directing revision of plans when needed. (self-study document) 412 
 413 

4) Explain who is responsible for providing support to students during the experience and succinctly 414 
describe the process. (self-study document) 415 
 416 

5) Explain who is responsible for providing support to preceptors during the experience and succinctly 417 
describe the process. (self-study document) 418 
 419 

6) Explain who is responsible for assessing students’ portfolios and succinctly describe the process, 420 
including  421 

 422 
1. how faculty or staff validate completion of graduate-level work that aligns with the program 423 

of study or intended career path 424 
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2. how discrepancies or deficiencies in the portfolio are addressed 425 
 426 
(self-study document) 427 
 428 

7) Provide the syllabus, handbook, or other document that outlines APE requirements. Highlight the 429 
passages that relate to each of the elements in documentation requests 1-5 above and ensure that 430 
any required forms or templates are appended. (electronic resource file) 431 
 432 

8) Include at least five samples from each concentration.1 If possible, all five samples should be from 433 
within a year of the site visit, and no sample may be older than three years. If the unit has not 434 
produced at least five graduates in a concentration in the last three years (or has not produced any 435 
joint degree graduates in the last three years), include a note explaining that.  436 
 437 
If the unit includes joint degrees, joint degree students must be included within the set of samples 438 
provided for the relevant concentration(s) and should be clearly labeled. The number of joint degree 439 
samples should be roughly proportional to the number of joint degree students enrolled but must 440 
include at least one in each concentration that has enrolled a joint degree student in the last three 441 
years.2 442 
 443 
Each sample constitutes one student and includes all of the following elements: 444 

 445 
• Planning form or proposal that lists the practice site, preceptor, planned scope of work or 446 

activities, expected practice products, and rationale or connection to the plan of study  447 
• Portfolio, including practice products and reflection 448 
• Evidence (e.g., rubric or checklist) that faculty or qualified staff reviewed the portfolio in 449 

accordance with this criterion’s requirements  450 
 451 
(electronic resource file) 452 

 453 
MPH.7: Integrative Learning Experience (ILE) 454 
 455 
MPH students complete an integrative learning experience (ILE) at or near the end of the program 456 
of study. 457 
 458 
The ILE must 459 
 460 

• require professional or academic writing in sentences and paragraphs  461 
• produce a comprehensive, analytical practice-based or scholarly product that is grounded 462 

in evidence  463 
• include a review or analysis of the relevant literature 464 

 465 
The school or program must define an ILE format or formats that are 466 
 467 

• suitable to serve as the culmination of a master’s degree 468 
• reflective of the intended focus and outcomes of the plan of study, as described in 469 

Criterion MPH.4 470 
• distinct from any assignments submitted to satisfy APE requirements (Criterion MPH.6) 471 
• completed in a manner that allows for thoughtful writing and editing, e.g., not via an 472 

overnight exam 473 

 
1 If this would result in more than 50 samples, contact CEPH staff for guidance on establishing an appropriate 
distribution. 
2 For complex arrays of joint degrees and concentrations, contact CEPH staff for guidance on establishing an 
appropriate distribution. 
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• completed and submitted by students as individuals, not in groups 474 
• planned, monitored, and assessed by faculty or qualified school or program staff. The 475 

faculty or staff member must 476 
o approve a plan or proposal, unless the experience is standardized for all students 477 
o provide support or consultation to the student as needed  478 
o assess the student’s performance using a rubric or similar document that lists the 479 

expected substantive and formal attributes of the product 480 
 481 

Required documentation: 482 
 483 

1) Succinctly summarize the expected ILE product. At a minimum, describe the following: 484 
• what form(s) it is expected to take 485 
• what type(s) of academic or professional writing is required 486 
• the requirement for review or analysis of literature 487 
• any parameters given around length, organization, etc.  488 

 489 
(self-study document) 490 
 491 

2) Explain how the chosen format is  492 
• suitable to serve as the culmination of a master’s degree 493 
• reflective of the contents and purpose of the plan of study, as described in Criterion MPH.4 494 
• completed in a manner that allows for thoughtful writing and editing 495 

 496 
(self-study document) 497 

3) Explain the process for planning the experience and succinctly describe the process for directing 498 
revision of plans when needed. (self-study document) 499 
 500 

4) Explain the process for providing support to students while they complete the ILE. (self-study 501 
document) 502 
 503 

5) Explain who is responsible for assessing ILE products. (self-study document) 504 
 505 

6) Provide the syllabus, handbook, or other document that outlines ILE requirements. Highlight the 506 
passages that relate to each of the elements in the documentation requests above and ensure that 507 
the rubric or form used for assessment is included or appended. (electronic resource file) 508 
 509 

7) Include at least five samples from each concentration.3 If possible, all five samples should be from 510 
within a year of the site visit, and no sample may be older than three years. If the unit has not 511 
produced at least five graduates in a concentration in the last three years (or has not produced any 512 
joint degree graduates in the last three years), include a note explaining that.  513 
 514 
If the unit includes joint degrees, joint degree students must be included within the set of samples 515 
provided for the relevant concentration(s) and should be clearly labeled. The number of joint degree 516 
samples should be roughly proportional to the number of joint degree students enrolled but must 517 
include at least one in each concentration that has enrolled a joint degree student in the last three 518 
years.4 519 
 520 

 
3 If this would result in more than 50 samples, contact CEPH staff for guidance on establishing an appropriate 
distribution. 
4 For complex arrays of joint degrees and concentrations, contact CEPH staff for guidance on establishing an 

appropriate distribution. 
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If there are multiple options for completing the ILE within a single concentration, the five samples 521 
should be roughly proportional to the number of students who choose each option, and the samples 522 
should be labeled so it is clear which option each represents. 523 
 524 
Each sample constitutes one student and includes all of the following elements: 525 

 526 
• Planning form or proposal  527 
• ILE product 528 
• Completed form or rubric assessing the product  529 

 530 
(electronic resource file) 531 

 532 
MPH.8: Lifelong Learning 533 
 534 
The school or program defines an approach to support students to cultivate and maintain curiosity 535 
for problem-solving, self-identify learning needs, and develop an orientation to lifelong learning. 536 
The unit also ensures that all MPH students are exposed to information about structures to support 537 
lifelong learning as a public health professional. At a minimum, the unit must introduce students to 538 
the following: 539 
 540 

• the American Public Health Association5 and state or regional public health affiliates 541 
• the Certified in Public Health credential6 542 
• other public health organizations, professional associations, credentials, or resources for 543 

lifelong learning relevant to their career paths, as applicable 544 
 545 
Required documentation: 546 
 547 
1) Describe the unit’s approach to supporting students to cultivate and maintain curiosity for problem-548 

solving, self-identify learning needs, and develop an orientation to lifelong learning and explain the 549 
rationale for this approach. (self-study document) 550 
 551 

2) Describe, in the format of Template MPH.8.1, how the unit exposes students to  552 
• the American Public Health Association and state or regional public health affiliates 553 
• the Certified in Public Health credential 554 
• other professional public health organizations, credentials, or resources for lifelong learning 555 

relevant to their career paths, as applicable 556 
 557 
(self-study document) 558 
 559 

3) Provide supporting documentation for each method of exposure listed in Template MPH.8.1. (electronic 560 
resource file) 561 

 562 
MPH.9: Emerging Technologies 563 
 564 
The MPH curriculum ensures that students can appropriately apply emerging technologies relevant 565 
to their public health careers. At a minimum, the school or program must document the following 566 
elements: 567 
 568 

• Identification of appropriate emerging technologies to prepare students for their intended 569 
career outcomes 570 

 
5 Units outside the United States may substitute an appropriate organization. 
6 Units outside the United States may substitute as appropriate. 
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See interpretation guide for explanation & examples of intent. Interpretation guide will be released 
alongside criteria & updated over time as Council sees more examples & has cause to interpret 
novel situations that could not be anticipated when drafting criteria. 

 

 

• Intentional integration of instructional activities related to use of the identified emerging 571 
technologies 572 

• Intentional instruction for students in opportunities, limitations, and ethical considerations 573 
related to technology use 574 

 575 
Required documentation: 576 
 577 
1) Describe the emerging technologies chosen by the unit as relevant and the rationale for these choices. 578 

(self-study document) 579 
 580 
2) Describe the unit’s approach to ensuring that students are prepared to appropriately use the identified 581 

technologies. (self-study document) 582 
 583 
3) Provide at least one example of a required course that prepares students to use emerging technologies, 584 

describing the specific instruction provided or assignment(s) required. (self-study document) 585 
 586 
4) Provide at least one example of a required course that addresses opportunities, limitations, and ethical 587 

considerations related to technology use, describing the specific instruction provided or assignment(s) 588 
required. (self-study document) 589 
 590 

5) Provide supporting documentation for the examples in documentation requests 3 and 4. Unless the full 591 
document relates to this criterion’s requirements, highlight the relevant portions of each document. 592 
(electronic resource file) 593 

 594 
MPH.10: MPH Program Length 595 
 596 
An MPH degree requires at least 42 semester-credits, 63 quarter-credits, or the equivalent for 597 
completion. Schools and programs use university definitions for credit hours. 598 
 599 
All courses used to constitute the minimum credit requirement, including elective credits, must 600 
either be offered by the unit or approved as relevant to the public health degree by public health 601 
faculty or qualified school or program staff. 602 
 603 
Required documentation:  604 
 605 
1) Provide information about the minimum credit-hour requirements for all MPH degree options. If the 606 

university uses a unit of academic credit or an academic term different from the standard semester or 607 
quarter, explain the difference and present an equivalency in table or narrative form. (self-study 608 
document) 609 
 610 

2) Define a credit with regard to classroom/contact hours. (self-study document) 611 
 612 

3) If students are permitted to take elective courses that are not offered by the unit, explain the approval 613 
process, including who is responsible, and summarize the guidance provided to students and to faculty 614 
or staff responsible for approving electives. (self-study document) 615 
 616 

4) If students are permitted to take elective courses that are not offered by the unit, provide hyperlink(s) 617 
to the documents providing guidance to students and the faculty or staff responsible for approving 618 
electives. (self-study document) 619 
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