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About CEPH 
 

The Council on Education for Public Health is a private, non-profit corporation chartered 

under provisions of the District of Columbia Non-Profit Corporations Act. It is recognized by 

the Internal Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3) organization and by the State of Maryland as an 

organization exempt from local income and sales taxes. No organizational or structural 

changes took place during 2018 that would affect this status.  

Annual Reporting Requirements 
 

The Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH) is a private non-profit corporation 

established in 1974 by the American Public Health Association (APHA) and the Association 

of Schools of Public Health, now known as the Association of Schools and Programs of 

Public Health (ASPPH). The articles of incorporation were adopted by the two associations, 

which became the original corporate members of the new organization. The articles 

specified CEPH's purposes as follows:  

 

(a) Improving the quality of education in public health schools, institutions, and programs 

through accreditation, certification, approval, and related activities which publicly 

attest compliance with defined standards; including particularly the accreditation of 

graduate schools of public health.  

(b) Otherwise encouraging improvement in the quality of education in public health 

through conduct of research, provision of consultation, distribution of publications, 

support of demonstrations, definition of standards, development of sanctions, 

sponsoring of examinations, and other appropriate means related to accreditation, 

certification, and approval activities.  

(c) Assuring an independent mechanism for the conduct of these accreditation and 

related activities under joint sponsorship of professional and educational organizations 

comprising the corporation membership.  

 

The articles of incorporation ascribed broad powers and responsibilities to the governing 

body of the newly established organization. One of the obligations specified in the charter 

was a requirement that CEPH annually call a meeting of the corporation membership at 

which duly designated representatives of those organizations would meet with the Council 

to receive its annual report. This report, which reviews the activities of calendar year 2018, 

is submitted in response to that requirement.  
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Many of the images used in this annual report were submitted by accredited schools and programs of public 

health. CEPH is grateful for the use of these photographs in this publication and on its website. 
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Letter from the President 
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Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

 

The Council on Education for Public Health is pleased to share its 

2018 annual report, which shows continued demand for quality 

education in public health. 

 

As anticipated, 2018 was a busy and exciting year for CEPH! The 

Council hosted its first site visits and made its first accreditation 

decisions using the 2016 Accreditation Criteria. The Council also 

received the first compliance reports from accredited schools and 

programs in January. CEPH has continued to focus on providing 

technical assistance to schools and programs as they implement the 

new criteria. Priority activities included multiple offerings of the 

Accreditation Orientation Workshop, regular technical assistance 

webinars, online small-group consultations, in-person express 

consultations, and in-person technical assistance sessions and 

workshops. The Council also undertook a revision of the standalone 

baccalaureate program (SBP) criteria. In early 2018, CEPH opened 

the proposed revisions for public comment and hosted focus groups 

with the currently accredited SBP units. The Council adopted the 

revised SBP criteria in June 2018. 

 

The Council also began strategic planning activities, such as 

participating in a retreat and drafting goals for its next five-year plan. 

 

We sincerely appreciate the engagement of the academic and 

practice community alike in these efforts. Achieving our mission of 

assuring quality education in public health is only possible with the 

support of our many partners. The Council would also like to thank 

its dedicated volunteers who contribute countless hours to the 

accreditation process. 

 

We hope you find this report informative and comprehensive. 

Questions and comments are always welcome. 

 

Stephanie Miles-Richardson, DVM, PhD 

President 



Representing Public Health Practice  Term Ending  

Joyce R. Gaufin    2021  

Executive Director (Ret.) 

Healthinsight  

Dammeron Valley, UT 

 

Harry Kwon, PhD, MPH, MCHES   2019  

Director, Division of Research Education 

Office of Extramural Research, Education,  

and Priority Populations  

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 

*Serving in a personal capacity 

Dernwood, MD 

 

Rose Marie Martinez, ScD   2020  

Senior Board Director 

Institute of Medicine 

Washington, DC 
 

 

Representing Schools of Public Health Term Ending  

John R. Finnegan, Jr, PhD   2021  

Dean  

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 

 

Iman Hakim, MD, PhD, MPH   2020  

Dean, Mel and Enid Zuckerman  

     College of Public Health 

University of Arizona  

Tucson, AZ  

 

Phillip Williams, PhD, CIH   2020  

Dean Emeritus, College of Public Health 

University of Georgia 

Athens, GA 
 

Representing Programs     Term Ending  

Ruth Gaare Bernheim, JD, MPH  2020  

MPH Program Director 

University of Virginia 

Charlottesville, VA 

 

Stephanie Miles-Richardson, DVM, PhD 2020  

MPH Program Director 

Morehouse School of Medicine 

Atlanta, GA 

 

Representing the Public     Term Ending 

Elizabeth Altmaier, PhD   2021  

Professor Emeritus 

University of Iowa 

Iowa City, IA 

 

Tiffany Hill, JD    2021  

TH Legal Consulting , JD 

Edmond, OK 

  

 

Board of Councilors 

The articles of incorporation establish a 10-member 

Board of Councilors as the governing body of CEPH. 

Members of the governing body are appointed either 

singly or jointly by the two corporate members. 

APHA appoints three members to the Council, and 

those representatives are expected during their 

tenure as councilors to be "primarily involved in the 

practice of public health or in the conduct of related 

health services." 

ASPPH appoints three members, and its delegates 

are to be "drawn from the faculty, administration or 

student body of schools of public health." 

The remaining four councilors are jointly appointed 

by the corporate members on the recommendation 

of the CEPH governing body. 

Two of these positions represent the interests and 

concerns of the general public; public members may 

not be employed by an academic institution that has 

a school or program of public health. The remaining 

two positions represent the programs accredited by 

CEPH. These candidates are nominated after broad 

solicitation of relevant organizations. During 2018, 

the Council was composed of the following 

individuals: 
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Councilors at the spring 2018 

meeting in Washington, DC 



 

Committees & Council Meetings 

2018 Council Meetings 

Regular business meetings engage the councilors in 

accreditation-related actionsñaccreditation reviews, 

interim reports, substantive change noticesñand 

policy-related matters such as the adoption of 

criteria, policies, procedures, and internal practices. 

The Council also provides financial oversight for the 

agency. The Council conducted four business 

meetings in 2018 

¶ February 2-3 in Austin, TX 

¶ June 14-16 in Washington, DC 

¶ September 7 via conference call 

¶ November 1-2 in Scottsdale, AZ 

 

In 2018, the major work of the Council focused on 

implementing the 2016 Accreditation Criteria for 

schools and programs, revising the accreditation 

criteria for standalone baccalaureate programs, and 

beginning work on its 2019-2024 strategic plan.  

Executive Committee 

During 2018, the following councilors served as 

officers of the corporation and as members of the 

Executive Committee:  

President: Rose Marie Martinez, ScD 

Secretary Iman Hakim, MD, PhD, MPH  

Treasurer: Ruth Gaare Bernheim, JD, MPH  

The Executive Committee met five times in 2018  

either via conference call or face-to-face in 

conjunction with Council meetings. The committee 

functions as a finance committee; it performs 

regular monitoring of CEPH financial matters, adopts 

annual fee schedules, and initially reviews and 

assists with budget development. The Executive 

Committee is empowered to act for the Council 

between regular CEPH meetings; it considers 

substantive change notices and other routine 

accreditation-related business, freeing the Council 

meetings for discussion of substantive matters. 
 

Nominating Committee 

The Council selected an ad hoc nominating 

committee in 2018. The Nominating Committee 

proposes the next slate of CEPH officers. In 2018, 

Ms. Ruth Gaare-Bernheim, Dr. Harry Kwon, and Dr. 

Rose Marie Martinez served as committee members. 

The committee presentedñand the Council voted to 

acceptñthe new slate of officers for 2019.  
 

Bylaws Revision Committee 

At the spring 2018 meeting, the Council appointed 

an ad hoc Bylaws Revision Committee. The Bylaws 

Revision Committee consisted of Dr. John Finnegan, 

Ms. Joyce Gaufin, Ms. Tiffany Hill, and Dr. Stephanie 

Miles-Richardson. The committee presented its work 

at the fall 2018 meeting, and the revised bylaws 

were adopted by the Council. The revised bylaws 

included more structure related to officer selection 

and duties, a provision to allow removal of a 

Councilor for cause, and other legal updates to 

remain compliant with DC nonprofit law. 
 

Strategic Planning Committee 

The Council held a strategic planning retreat in 

conjunction with its fall meeting. After participating 

in several activities to define future priorities, the 

Council appointed an ad hoc Strategic Planning 

Committee. The Strategic Planning Committee 

consisted of Ms. Joyce Gaufin, Ms. Tiffany Hill, and 

Ms. Ruth Gaare-Bernheim. The committee will 

continue to work on a draft strategic plan with 

defined goals and objectives to present to the full 

Council in early 2019. 
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